Upper Hocking Watershed Work Plan
as implemented by local sponsors:
Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation
District and the

Hunter’s Run Conservancy District

Spurred by the flood of 1948, the citizens of the
watershed petitioned the Courts to create the
Hunter’s Run Conservancy District to focus on
flooding impacts on Hunter's Run and then the
petition grew to include the entire Upper Hocking
Watershed.



US 22 Bridge over Hunter’s Run. 7-27-1948

The Community was literally cut-off following the flood
because bridges were destroyed and railroads were
unpassable.



Lancaster’s westside neighborhoods flooded
over their car tops at 3AM and-basement

: ‘ ght view, looking south on George i \\'h(‘t‘lilig-
st, shows four parked automobiles half-submerged. At 3 a. m. the

water was aver their fanc 3 WaIIS CO”apsed.




Mostly cloudy, with
| wcattered showers |
and  thunderstorms
mdny and tonight.
Somewhat cooler to-
. Friday, con-
rable  cloudiness
and cooler.

Killings Can’t Be I
. Connected To Any :
“Definite Suspects

* Ford Strike
Thre: at E nd~

1 houses at

v
moacings b7 The high

Emergency
H(‘l‘(‘ MN in
= Heroie Style

2

bo Much

President Thinks Chances
y World Peace Exeellent
N ¥ P

Lancaster QEagIe

=®asette

YOUR NEWSPAFER SINCE 1309

No Life Lost; Million Dollar
Damage; 2000 HomesFlooded

Lancaster’s West Side experienced the worst flash flood in city
arly today as the Hml\mz River backed up H\Mn){ an
Run, i 2,000 homes and inf
damage which will exceed u
No drownir
Hundr )
t of eight houls

¢ reported,

manned by

at 11 p. m.,and conl

tlooded Hocking
Igher than  the

ction of West Main an
may be seen about

AL o m. Mes. William Pence. dazed by the wdden fload, was removed by velusieer iacuuny
| who brought a

s were covered by

trapped for

th on George-s from Wheeling i
Bl submered. A m. the

WARNI

Dr. Clille
health

reach
1

late a2



e ' . Run Conservancy |;
oo amagter = a Bttg District Receives |5
Partly cloudy and ) ' COlll'l’S A ppmval (‘

somewhat warmer
this atternoon. Fair The Hunters Run Conservancy | v

tonight. Thurs YOUR NEWSPAPER SINCE 1809 | || District now exists — in theory | v

2 and on paper at any rate, :
day increasing cloud- | With no dissenters appearing ;
iness and somewhat ” - S 3 g o D 5 iy > | during a public hearing in Com- |t

warmer. ESTABLISHED 1809—NO. 149 LANCASTER, OHIO, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1948 Price Five Cents e ’mon Pleas Court this morning,
L Judge Harry Kilburger approved [ ¢

a petition asking for the crea- | ¢

Dams Would End Flash Flood Threat, Investigation Committee;?ff'i’n“)’f“ggs e

About 20 persons attended the ‘]‘
| hearing today. A number of wit-
bringing flood water into1  To substantiate their estimat| N€sses were called to give tech-
I R .,»mcal information relative to cre- |

Lancaﬁtfr could spare itself a repetition Of the “flash and higher to prevent recurrence of debris wrc\'kmg the spans. The wanted the advice of experts to avoid

residents and businesses of the flooded area” ge caused by Hunter Run was due to a heavy rainfall that was | ation inci

The committee, composed of Mrs, Fran Taylor, Ollie Smith, Jr,, |1 n abeyance by debris, trees and wheat that lodged against a | than pai
Homer Clapper, Orlo Leohner, and Tom Taylor, all of whom suffer- | bridge, causing a natural dam. Lancaster was safe as long as that |flood a
ed flood loss to homes or businesses, held a dinner meeting at Hotel |dam held—proving that if we did have a dam that held and water |ter's chiel

They deglared ¢ Board's sur| In 1948, rampaging waters from |

for by saving crop m just one such » on the d¢| the creek wreaked havoc on the

st July's and warned that the poten threat to Lancas- |move the flood menace o com: | City’s West Side and in Hocking | -
. _| Township.

e more | damage, based or

" ] 29 by ock-| cement bridge in Rosebank was washed out last July by the force'Lanc'N r but to concentrate on hol getting it out 2 E
flood” disaster of last July 22 by bulldmg dams on H . ge - yremngpllbpdle i g 1 | ating the district. Atty. James S. |,
ing River and Hunter Run, in the opinion of a citizens'|of the debris. ‘N by dredging out of town. £ re expected to 0d | peterson represented the peti-
committee named by city council to investigate the causes Mr. Teylor summarized for the farmers the flood's effects on|come T a resurvey in several wecks, city council learned at feet | " | tioners, e
of the flood and possible preventive measures. Lancaster proper and asked their assistance and cooperation injits S iber 27 meeting. Purpose of the newly-created |T

The committee also reported that “we believe the damages were |finding a remedy. | The townspeople agreed that expert advice was needed—but distri(‘t is to harness "Hunter's = I
more than double the amount of $917,470.85 reported and listed by Round table discussion produced the following agreement: “The | fast! They termed flood protection a * with cost consider- arrived at a| Run waters during flood seasons. |t
. " ’ 14 § \

|

A

trial section.

Lancaster to give farmers whose properties abut Hunters Run an graduelly released when the danger was past, we would avoid Another nt made was the ‘ s stressed GeJ(;r ‘ev?(}l:l::l'l %’:Srtdosr';er ban'd
opportunity to air their opinions and suggestions. this threat to Lancaster”, {that “Lancaster is not a safe pl ul is done. |figures compiled.” POS | negs gmen appeared as \:\'Sne:;‘l: | ‘
The committee also suggested to the State Department of High- The farmers voted full cooperation with any preventive meas-|This last flood was worse than the on one may |the Chamber of C "-!durmg thle morning’s hearing {
ways that the bridges on Route 22 in Rosebank, and in Lincoln-av, | ures devised by Army engineers that would definitely provide pro- | be even more disastrous. It can happen a Let's do|to “carry the ball from here on {| and gave accounts of damage dur-.
just west of Cedar Hill-rd, be increased in width, also made longer |tection for their crops and for Lancaster proper. They said they |something now!" land Fairfield County.” ing the 1948 flood to the West ‘f
— - - spread say Um0 SUATe UNIVEISILY [usswmus vemss . ——— — g{gﬁjg‘umber Co, send Gay Fud |
i.l el ndtk ol Rock “'“ use r

[
f l xtension spumhx(\ Pear] L. Fogle, U.S. Conser- f‘
(. gL vancy Service agent for a num- ‘P

ber of central Ohio counties, in- | &

( - ) cluding Fairfield, said the 1948 |"

00( 'l O L( flash flood resulted in a total of | €

'()' e $587,000 damage. s

Fogle outlined steps to be tak-
en in the practical aspect of get- | s

2 ting the District established, He
vl O Ou, s‘) C lO'l said four dams would probably
l lﬂ.?'l r/\ T have to be built in the Hunter's

\
Run watershed to control the ;
€
i

stream.
hev often worked Fogle stated that a s Se
;  the dams and other structures to Upper Hocking They olte ‘ gle a survey con
Storm or no storm MOSL peo U‘L\d“; ;u'uw disnsters. together as they had on July 21, |ducted in 1949 revealed that ap-i
. nd Lancaster and western prever L S : 1948 | proximately $338,000 would have |
y [Ple arou cetting| Big dams were discussed. but | % to be expended for building the |1
L

1.;Idlrllﬂld County Wwere {his would not work since it would WHILE ALL this was going on, |four dams, The figure represents |2

the 1949 costs, however, which |

llfédd\' for bed or were alreadyio w0 ointless acres under wa-ithe Soil Conservation Service was |\ 110 would be considerably |
l(\\l\‘t‘p al 11 p.m. on the might of ter but a watershed plan would not idle. Topographical maps had higher today. . Rt
L. ork. the people learned been lifted from the files and ex- Several soil conservation |
{July 21, 1948 work, th P 1 . act watershed boundaries drawn. ge]r;ts from local areas, along |
LIGHTNING FLASHED, | he| When properly applied the farm- Rionsd Tl S mstiee sulle s with several from other states, | i

U

. - s SN 14 testified durmg the hearing.
A o Med manaeinsly acr0SSlers out in the watershed would|y oo 4o o red Bine Within the el I



=T e

Farmers in the Hunter's Run watershed near Lancaster study a contour strip pattern, designed to hold,
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KIES darkened over highlands
the west of Lancaster on a sum!
mer day in July, 1948. Scarcely
before the families who tend the land
0 could reach their houses and barns,
low clouds let go the first drops of a
Another conservation measure was building diversion ditches, such as long, hard rain.
one which protects Charles Kilburger's barnyard from water damage. Tons of water heaped on tilled and
untilled hillsides formed a continuous
sheet, which turned into torrents
when gullies were encountered. The
brimming freshets emptied into Hunt-
er’'s Run, and the creek in turn shed
its full load of water, silt and soil
into the Hocking River inside Lan
caster’s west corporation limits.
Flood had come to Lancaster be-
fore. But people said the July, 1948,
inundation of the city’s west side was
the “worst.” They said more. They
said the Hocking ought to be dredged.
They wanted help from the Army
Engineers, and they urged writing to
congressmen.
While townspeople lamented losses
amounting to more than a million dol-
lars, farmers in what since has come
to be known as the Hunter's Run
watershed were thinking about losing
topsoil, and having roads and bridges
washed away. Crops were frequently
ruined while growing. And bottom p
land was left littered with ruinous
trash by surging flood waters.
The farmers decided to try to do wi
something about the problem of town for]
Frank Carr explains map to Fairfield Soil Conservation District Super- and country-devastating floods at the tri
visors D. Leith, F. Bates, K. McCleery, J. Johnson and I. Peters (l. to r.). source—on their land. mea
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The Fairfield Soil and Water
Conservation District Board and
Hunter’s Run Conservancy
Board combined forces with

Federal Conservation teams
from USDA.

e Reduction of peak run-off

e Conservation and tillage practice
changes for 50% of farms

e Silt and sediment control
e Channel improvements

* Construction of sediment retarding
structures and “gully stopper” basins

* Major flood retarding structures

* Dams 4 and 9 are just two of the
el%ht major flood retarding structures
still in use today.




