
Upper Hocking Watershed Work Plan 
as implemented by local sponsors: 
Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation 
District and the 
Hunter’s Run Conservancy District

Spurred by the flood of 1948, the citizens of the 
watershed petitioned the Courts to create the 
Hunter’s Run Conservancy District  to focus on 
flooding impacts on Hunter's Run and then the 
petition grew to include the entire Upper Hocking 
Watershed.



The Community was literally cut-off following the flood 
because bridges were destroyed and railroads were 
unpassable.

Columbus Sunday Dispatch. 6-29-1952 Penn. RR at Hunter’s Run. 7-22-1948 US 22 Bridge over Hunter’s Run. 7-27-1948



Lancaster’s westside neighborhoods flooded 
over their car tops at 3AM and basement 
walls collapsed.







The Fairfield Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board and 
Hunter’s Run Conservancy 
Board combined forces with 
Federal Conservation teams 
from USDA.

• Reduction of peak run-off

• Conservation and tillage practice 
changes for 50% of farms

• Silt and sediment control

• Channel improvements

• Construction of sediment retarding 
structures and “gully stopper” basins

• Major flood retarding structures

• Dams 4 and 9 are just two of the 
eight major flood retarding structures 
still in use today.  


